NEWS RELEASE

Painting Auction Celebrates Local Artist’s Life

Edmonton, February 20, 2003 – On Thursday, February 27, the memory of Livia Stoyke, who died tragically last year, will be celebrated at The Works Gallery in Commerce Place. 

Livia Stoyke was an extraordinary young businesswoman, artist and designer who was committed to making a difference in the world. Her dreams were cut short at the age of 32 when she died kayaking in the Rocky Mountains.  Livia’s memory lives on in the Livia Stoyke Foundation.
The Foundation, in association with the Night-of-Artists Society, will open a unique art exhibit that will benefit a local women’s facility. Over thirty artists across the city have created paintings, which will be donated to the Women’s Emergency Accommodation Centre in March of 2003.  

“This program is spectacular because these paintings are worth a thousand hugs to women who are escaping traumatic and dangerous situations.” Trevor Wiltzen, President of the Livia Stoyke Foundation.  “This is a cause that Livia was passionate about.  Having beautiful art on the walls of the shelter will help create a feeling of home and comfort for these women who need just that.”

The art exhibit will remain at The Works gallery for public viewing on February 27th and February 28th, as well as March 3rd and March 4th, 2003. 

Before the paintings find their permanent home in the Centre, they will also be shown at the Provincial Museum of Alberta on the evening of March 6th, 2003. During this event, sponsorship of selected paintings will be auctioned off to corporate bidders.  Part of the proceeds will go to support a damage deposit program for homeless women offered by WEAC and the Livia Stoyke Foundation. The remaining proceeds will go the Livia Stoyke Foundation.  Successful bidders will have their name inscribed on a plaque below each of the paintings and will be featured on www.livia.ca.

The Livia Stoyke Foundation is dedicated to aiding women in need, fostering the arts, building children’s self-esteem, alleviating poverty and protecting the environment.  For more on the Livia Stoyke Foundation, go to www.livia.ca.  
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