NEWS RELEASE

Painting Donation to Women’s Shelter Celebrates Local Artist’s Life

Edmonton, May 22nd, 2003 – On Saturday, May 31st between 12-4 p.m. the memory of Livia Stoyke will be celebrated at the Women’s Emergency Accommodation Centre.

Livia Stoyke was an extraordinary young businesswoman, artist and designer who was committed to making a positive difference in the world. Her dreams were cut short at the age of 32 when she died kayaking in the Rocky Mountains.  Livia’s memory lives on in the Livia Stoyke Foundation.
The Livia Stoyke Foundation and the Night of Artists group have collaborated with 26 local artists to create and donate paintings to the Women’s Emergency Accommodation Centre.  The purpose of this donation was to brighten the atmosphere of the Centre and provide the women who stay there a sense of comfort and support.  During a March 2003 fundraiser for the Livia Stoyke Foundation, over $2,500 was raised for the Foundation by auctioning off the sponsorship rights of selected paintings. 

The paintings are now located at the Women’s Emergency Accommodation Centre. 

The Women’s Emergency Accommodation Centre has invited all the artists and sponsors to view the paintings this Saturday, May 31st between 12-3 p.m.

“It is always amazing to me how simple it is to create a program that is really rewarding for all concerned,” says Trevor Wiltzen, President of the Livia Stoyke Foundation.  “ The artists and sponsors take all the credit for donating their time and dollars in support of such a worthwhile cause – helping women in crisis.” 

The Livia Stoyke Foundation is dedicated to fostering the arts, helping children, aiding women in need, alleviating poverty, and protecting the environment.  The Livia Stoyke Foundation currently supports a damage deposit program for homeless women at the Centre and is collaborating with David Barrie Moore Hair Salon to offer free haircuts and hair treatments for homeless women who are going for job interviews.  For more on the Livia Stoyke Foundation, go to www.livia.ca.  
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